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laboratory. Physicists have often wondered why Maxwell
made no attempt to prove experimentally the existence of
electro-magnetic waves. He probably felt he was better
acquainted with the waves through the medium of the
General Equations, and would "not have known them any
better, perhaps not so well," if he had met them in the
laboratory. As the literary description of our Lord in the
New Testament provides a clearer knowledge of his charac-
ter than personal acquaintance can provide of the character
of a friend, so the literary description of electro-magnetic
waves in the General Equations provides a clearer know-
ledge of the properties of these waves than an experimental
acquaintance with them.
During his engagement Maxwell studied the Bible with
his future wife. In a letter dated May I3th, 1858, he
writes:
"I have been reading again with you, Eph. vi. Here
is more about family relations. There are things which
have meanings so deep that if we follow on to know them
we shall be led into great mysteries of divinity. If we
despise these relations of marriage, of parents and children,
of master and servant, everything will go wrong, and there
will be confusion as bad as in Lear's case. But if we
reverence them, we shall even see beyond their first aspect
a spiritual meaning. For God speaks to us more plainly
in these bonds of our life than in anything that we can
understand. So we find a great deal of Divine Truth is
spoken of in the Bible with reference to these three relations
and others."
Here Maxwell accepts material relationships with the
belief that acquaintance with them will lead to spiritual
understanding. This is the reverse of the other process of
believing in the superiority of literary and mathematical
guides to material truths. He proceeds from the con-
templation of material relationships to spiritual truths,
from the model of the electro-magnetic field to the equations.
Maxwell reinforces his theory of society from the Bible.
The positions of master and servant are sanctioned by
Scripture. As his life at "Glenlair" shows, he was feudalist,